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companionship and created life, and for these things he
loved her. But he and Anna had plumbed other depths,
depths of the mind and spirit, and for these things he loved
Anna.

With Bessie all swollen and big with child, Jack began to
torment himself over his feelings for Miss Strunsky, whom
he describes as "a Russian Jewess who happens to be a
genius." Yet no word had been uttered between them about
their feelings for each other. "Ah, believe me, Anna, the
things unsaid are the greatest. A happiness to me? Why,
you have been a delight, dear, and a glory." He had married
for emotional stability, for a solid, permanent position in
society, but "... just when freedom seems opening up for
me I feel the bands tightening and the rivetting of the gyves.
I remember now when I was free, when there was no
restraint and I did as the heart willed."

That he was feeling a genuine emotion for Miss Strunsky
there can be no doubt, but mixed in with it are the fears
and misgivings, the yearnings for freedom of the young
man who is about to become a father, to have further and
permanent responsibilities strapped to his back. Yet what
would have happened if Mrs. Applegarth had not issued
her ultimatum until Jack was writing to Anna, "A
happiness to me? Why, you have been a delight, dear, and a
glory" ?

He continued to write poems for exercise in fluency; to
read omnivorously in modern fiction to get well in hand
the modern touch; to perform many experiments, not for
sale, but to extend his range; to write long criticisms on
the technique of story writing; to let no sentence pass in
his manuscript in which the words were not smooth and
beautiful to his ear. When he thought he was getting too
cocky about his work he dug out a batch of old stories and
lo! he would be like a lamb. He and Cloudesley Johns, who
had had an academic training, exchanged blistering critic-
isms in the margins of each other's manuscripts. Johns,
who was writing a book called "The Philosophy of The
Road," sent it to Jack for correction. Jack's answer